
My name is Richard Harens, coach of the Groton Sportsman’s Club Clay Grinder clay target shooting 

team. 

The team has been active since 2012. We practice and compete primarily in the New England region but 

also have athletes that have made it to the national level. 

Many of our athletes after graduating from high school have gone on to shoot at their chosen college. 

Our program is producing safe, responsible and well respected young adults. 

Clay target shooting is one of the safest sports to participate and compete in for our youth. 

I oppose HB5653. Any unnecessary tax and added cost to ammunition would compromise our program 

and our financial resources to practice and compete. Our team should not be penalized for the actions 

of criminals. 


